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Scope and purpose
Knowledge and information is one of the pillars of Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) and implementation of sound chemicals.  SAICM Overarching Policy Strategy states that “knowledge and information are basic needs for decision-making for the sound management of chemicals, including products and articles containing chemicals”.  A lack of clear, accessible, timely and appropriate information necessary for management of chemicals in a way to minimize their negative impact on human health and the environment has been recognized by many countries around the world and the WHO European Region. Development of chemicals inventories and registration of chemicals can serve as a point to filling in information gaps and will provide input to identification and prioritization of chemicals of concern, development of monitoring and risk assessment strategies, prevention of illegal traffic of chemicals, and will stimulate further capacity building. 

In Georgia, a deficit of information necessary for implementation of sound regulation of chemicals has been recognized by the national stakeholders as the main shortcoming in the chemicals management. To address this gap, WHO Regional Office for Europe in cooperation with the National Centre for Disease Control and Public Health, Georgia and the Ministry of Environment Protection and Natural Resources, Georgia has been implementing a project “Development of legislative and operational framework for collection and sharing information on hazardous chemicals” with financial support from German Federal Environment Agency (UBA) through Advisory Assistant Program (AAP).  
A country-wide discussion of the project outcomes including analysis of information needs of different governmental, non-governmental stakeholders and industry, a design of the national register and its operational framework as well as legislative basis to ensure sustainability of the information collection is being organized on the final stage of the project implementation.  The WHO Regional Office for Europe is organizing the international workshop in the framework of the project to provide an arena for opened multilateral discussion of establishment of the national information system, sharing experience and lessons learned with experts from other countries creating their chemical registers aiming at strengthening information systems in the Region.  
The following topics will be in a focus of discussion among the national and international experts, governmental and non-governmental stakeholders and industry representatives: 
· Knowledge and information in international chemical policies and programs;
· Step-by-step approach applied by Georgia to modelling of the national chemical register, its operational and legislative framework – challenges and opportunities;
· Stakeholders role, expectations and perspectives in terms of provision and obtaining information on chemicals necessary for implementation of sound chemicals management from national and international databases; 
· Lessons learned and sharing of experience gathered during the project implementation; 
· Next steps to ensure sustainability of information exchange in Georgia and other countries. 

It is expected that the meeting will result in the identification of actions leading to establishment of a system for collection and sharing information on hazardous chemicals in Georgia and dissemination of knowledge on the Georgia national experience in the WHO European Region.  
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